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Legal Research and Writing 

REQ.7123.04 

Fall Term 2023 

Professor Greg Johnson 

 

Readings and Activities for the First Week 
 

Dear students, We will have a busy first week in Legal Research and Writing.  In addition to our 

two classes, you will attend one mandatory training session for Westlaw (online legal research) 

and one mandatory training session for Lexis (same).  Below you will see the required readings 

for our two classes and your options for the Westlaw/Lexis training sessions.  The training 

sessions will take place on Teams. 

 

Welcome to Vermont Law and Graduate School, and see you soon in class! 

 

Tuesday, August 29 

  

An introduction to American legal systems 

   A Lawyer Writes, 15-22 (Sources of Law) (through “Weave a Tapestry”) 

   Researching the Law, 3-7 (Introduction to Legal Research) 

   Constitution of the Standing Rock Sioux Tribe (on Canvas) 

The Bluebook, review ix-xvi (Table of Contents), read 1-4 (Introduction and Rule 

B1.1) and Rules B11 and 11 

 

Assignments: 

 

1. In a paragraph of 100-150 words, compare/contrast the Preambles of the United States 

Constitution and the Constitution of the Standing Rock Sioux Tribe.   

Due on Sunday, September 3, by 11:59 pm (upload to Canvas) 
 

2. Install (free to you) Microsoft Office 365 from VLGS’s IT website if you do not already 

have it.  
 

Westlaw and Lexis Training Schedule – Fall 2023 

J.D. students should attend one Westlaw and one Lexis training session. 

 

Westlaw Training Option 1 

Monday, August 28, 2023 5:00 – 6:00 pm 

Click here to join the meeting  

OR 

Westlaw Training Option 2 

Wednesday, August 30, 2023 6:30 – 7:30 pm 

Click here to join the meeting  

 

Lexis Training Option 1 

Tuesday, August 29, 2023 5:00 – 6:00 pm 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/ap/t-59584e83/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%2Fl%2Fmeetup-join%2F19%253ameeting_YjNiMGM3MDEtMDM5MS00YzE4LWIxYWUtODAzNGQ2ZmEwMDM1%2540thread.v2%2F0%3Fcontext%3D%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%25228676127a-f6d4-4747-af4c-356f1b6c1610%2522%252c%2522Oid%2522%253a%25225ff1e492-e179-4c73-9267-b24aa6cfac41%2522%257d&data=05%7C01%7CGJOHNSON%40vermontlaw.edu%7C879dc343b7a2443b976008db8de390af%7C8676127af6d44747af4c356f1b6c1610%7C0%7C0%7C638259780773089082%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=LvFQ1wsvTl5tpjEK7BHekXwKLsgAJkCKstdsHG5%2FZKE%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/ap/t-59584e83/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%2Fl%2Fmeetup-join%2F19%253ameeting_MWY1N2JmMzYtMzM3My00YjhjLWJjMDctYzRhMzRhZmE0Nzhi%2540thread.v2%2F0%3Fcontext%3D%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%25228676127a-f6d4-4747-af4c-356f1b6c1610%2522%252c%2522Oid%2522%253a%25225ff1e492-e179-4c73-9267-b24aa6cfac41%2522%257d&data=05%7C01%7CGJOHNSON%40vermontlaw.edu%7C879dc343b7a2443b976008db8de390af%7C8676127af6d44747af4c356f1b6c1610%7C0%7C0%7C638259780773089082%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=y9v8AKJXAsVwz9OyPP%2BrKVwGM2366qnIWOc1FA5MVtQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/ap/t-59584e83/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%2Fl%2Fmeetup-join%2F19%253ameeting_YTk1YmFmYTYtNTYyYy00NmI4LWIyNTUtYmJhNzczZGMwOWU5%2540thread.v2%2F0%3Fcontext%3D%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%25228676127a-f6d4-4747-af4c-356f1b6c1610%2522%252c%2522Oid%2522%253a%25225ff1e492-e179-4c73-9267-b24aa6cfac41%2522%257d&data=05%7C01%7CGJOHNSON%40vermontlaw.edu%7C879dc343b7a2443b976008db8de390af%7C8676127af6d44747af4c356f1b6c1610%7C0%7C0%7C638259780773089082%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ojJj3xpQzOq3NBOozjKEOz%2Frc%2FC9tM9ql0mple7A8to%3D&reserved=0
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OR 

Lexis Training Option 2 

Wednesday, September 13, 2023 6:30 – 7:30 pm 

Click here to join the meeting  

 

Thursday, August 31 

 

 Hierarchies of authority; legal research process  

    A Lawyer Writes, 22-28 (Systems of Law)  

    Researching the Law, 21-26 (Defining a Research Question) 

   Legal Research Process Chart (on Canvas) 

    United States v. Cooley, ___ U.S. ___, 141 S. Ct. 1638 (2020). (on Canvas) 

 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/ap/t-59584e83/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%2Fl%2Fmeetup-join%2F19%253ameeting_YWYwZTBhMTYtMGY0Mi00MWJjLWIyMDYtNmI2YjYxMGVkYTg3%2540thread.v2%2F0%3Fcontext%3D%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%25228676127a-f6d4-4747-af4c-356f1b6c1610%2522%252c%2522Oid%2522%253a%25225ff1e492-e179-4c73-9267-b24aa6cfac41%2522%257d&data=05%7C01%7CGJOHNSON%40vermontlaw.edu%7C879dc343b7a2443b976008db8de390af%7C8676127af6d44747af4c356f1b6c1610%7C0%7C0%7C638259780773089082%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=I9ZnWAGOBIYo82euxgAPHIG%2BMOBjQ8vFOUmFbL2ulDk%3D&reserved=0

